“THE ROAD TO MATURITY”

“It’s Not About You (All the Time)” - Part 2

August 10, 2025

Matthew 5:48 What | am saying is that you must be perfect, just as your Father in
heaven is perfect. (ERV)

Matthew 5:45 God causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on
the righteous and the unrighteous. (NIV)

5 Steps to Take on Your Road to Maturity

1. Take Responsibility for Your Growth.

Ephesians 4:11-12 11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles,
the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers.

12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church,
the body of Christ.

2 Don’t Settle for Knowledge - Aim for Christlikeness.

Ephesians 4:13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and
knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full
and complete standard of Christ.

James 1:22 Don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you
are only fooling yourselves.



3. Leave the baby stuff behind.

Ephesians 4:14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the
waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching. (NIV)

Hebrews 5:14 Solid food is for those who are mature, who through training have the
skill to recognize the difference between right and wrong.

4. Speak the Truth in Love.

Ephesians 4:15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and
more like Christ.

5. Do Your Partin the Body of Christ.

Ephesians 4:16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its
own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and
growing and full of love.

Galatians 5:22-23 22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness

23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!

1. Take Responsibility for Your Growth.

2. Don’t Settle for Knowledge - but aim for Christlikeness.

3. Leave the baby stuff behind.




4. Speak the Truth in Love.

5. Do Your Partin the Body of Christ.

ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHURCH YARD SIGNS!- Please take a yard sign (or two) home with you to promote our
church to our neighbors. We still have some signs with our church logo on one side -

and “4U - Because You Matter to God” on the other side. The signs are located in the
foyer area - just to your left as you leave the worship center.

PRAYER - Toward the end of our closing song two of our deacons will come up to the
left of the stage to offer prayer for anyone that would like to speak with them. They
will, then hang around for a few more minutes in case anyone needs prayer.

OFFERING BOXES - If you would like to leave an offering to go to the general funds for
Ashland Community Church, you can drop it off in one of the offering boxes that are

just to the right and left of the doors before you leave the worship center. There is also
an offering box just to the left of the door if you leave the worship center from the door
in the front of the worship center. Thank you for your gifts that are enabling us to
increase our ministries!

YOUTH GROUP - Tuesdays 6:30-8:30 PM. They will be meeting in the dining room
downstairs.

WORHIP AT THE BEACH (COOKOUT AND BAPTISMS)!- Our annual worship service at
the Ashland Beach is scheduled for Sunday, August 24th at 10 am. We will be serving a
cookout for everyone at the beach right after the worship service, and then having

some more baptisms! Please see Ernie if you or someone you know would like to get
baptized on that day.



BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY! - September 21st! - Save the date! We’re planning to have
a big celebration this year as we start having two Sunday morning worship services (9
& 10:45 am). We’ll be recruiting for several positions that still need to filled in order to
make this a success, and we’ll looking for lots of volunteers for several projects to
make our church look great for this special occasion. We’ll keep you posted with

plenty of updates up until the big event.

Baptism FAQ

Your Questions Answered

1. What is baptism?

Baptism is a public declaration that you’ve placed your faith in Jesus Christ. It
symbolizes dying to your old life and rising to new life with Him (Romans 6:3-4).

2. Why should | be baptized?

Jesus commanded baptism for His followers (Matthew 28:19). It shows obedience to
God and helps others see your faith. It’s a step of commitment and belonging to the
church family.

3. Does baptism save me?

No. Baptism doesn’t save you—faith in Jesus does. Baptism is an important symbol of
the change God has already done in your heart.

4. When should | be baptized?

As soon as you’ve placed your trust in Jesus! There’s no need to wait. If you’re ready,
we encourage you to take this step as a celebration of your new life.



5. How is baptism done?

At our church, baptism is done by fullimmersion—going completely underwater
briefly—as a symbol of death to the old self and rising again in Christ.

6. Is baptism only for adults?

Baptism is for anyone who understands what it means and has made a personal
decision to follow Jesus.

7. What if | was baptized as a baby?

If you were baptized as a baby but now want to publicly confirm your faith in Jesus, we
encourage you to be baptized by immersion.

8. How do | get baptized at this church?

Just fill out a connection card and hand it to Ernie after today’s worship service. Then
Ernie will meet with you for a baptism before our next baptism service, which is August
24th at the Ashland Beach.

9. What should | expect during the baptism service?

It’s a joyful celebration - so the church will cheer you on as you take this step of faith.

10. What comes after baptism?

Baptism is just the beginning! After baptism, keep maturing in your relationship with
Jesus by reading the Bible, praying, joining a small group, and serving others.



