"CHOOSING GROWTH OVER COMFORT” - Part 2

“Spiritual Smackdown” - Part 6
February 16, 2025

Why Is It so Hard to Change Your Defects?

1. You’ve had them for so long!

2. You identify with them.

3. Your defects have a payoff.

5 Requirements to Make Difficult Changes in Your Life

1. Make painful choices.

Ephesians 4:22 Throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is
corrupted by lust and deception. (NLT)

2. New thinking.

Ephesians 4:23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. (NLT)

Philippians 2:5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as
Christ Jesus. (NIV)

3. Seek the Holy Spirit’s power.

Ephesians 4:24 Be that new person who was made to be like God, truly good and
pleasing to him. (ERV)

Galatians 5:22-23 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-
control. (NLT)



Il Corinthians 3:18 He is changing us so that we become more and more like him. We
show how great God is more and more clearly. It is the Lord who does all this, by the
work of his Spirit. (EASY)

4. Honest community.

Ephesians 4:25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to
your neighbor, for we are all members of one body. (NLT)

Proverbs 28:13 Whoever hides their sins will not be successful, but whoever
confesses their sins and stops doing wrong will receive mercy. (ERV)

Galatians 6:2 Help each other with your troubles. When you do this, you are obeying
the law of Christ. (NLT)

5. Overcome temptation.

Ephesians 4:26-27 26 And “don’t sin by letting anger control you.” Don’t let the sun go
down while you are still angry, 27 for anger gives a foothold to the devil. (NLT)

ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

YOUTH GROUP - Tuesdays 6:30-8:30 PM. They will be meeting in the dining room
downstairs.

ITALIAN POT LUCK LUNCH TODAY - We are planning to have a free Italian pot luck lunch
today shortly after the worship service at approximately 11:30 am.




INVITATION CARDS - Please take some invitation cards from the invitation station located
in the foyer area as you first walk into the church, and in the front of the worship center
toward the left. It’s a great way to leave something with your friends and family when you
give them a personal invitation to join us for worship.

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING FOR LOS ANGELES FIRES - This is the last Sunday that we
will be collecting offerings to go to the Samaritan’s Purse to help the fire vvictims in the Los
Angeles area. If you would like to contribute to this fund, please place your offering in the
jar on the table in the foyer area as you leave e the worship center. Checks can be made

out to Ashland Community Church.

OFFERING BOXES - If you would like to leave an offering to go to the general funds for

Ashland Community Church, you can drop it off in one of the offering boxes that are kist to
the right and left of the doors before you leave the worship center. There is also an offering
box just to the left of the door if you leave e the worship center from the door in the front of
the worship center. Thank you for your gifts that are enabling us to increase our ministries!

BAPTISMS - We are tentatively planning to have another baptism in late March or early
April. If you are interested in being baptized, please see Ernie at the end of today’s service.

GUEST WORSHIP LEADER - We are delighted to have John Murphy leading worship today
to fill in for Aaron Stout while he is away.

LAST WEEK’S SERMON - If you missed last week’s message you can find it online by going
to facebook.com/ashlandcommunitychuch or you can find it on you tube by going

to https://www.youtube.com/@erniemadden227 or you can find it on our church
webpage at www.ashlandcommunitychurch.com

HELP NEEDED WITH BAPTISTRY - Ernie will need a couple of people to help with taking
the baptistry apart and putting all of the pieces away. It will take about 20 minutes for two

people. Please see Ernie after today’s worship service if you can help. Thank you!


http://facebook.com/ashlandcommunitychuch
https://www.youtube.com/@erniemadden227
http://www.ashlandcommunitychurch.com/

PRAYER CARDS FOR SETH JOHNSON - We have some prayer cards available for Seth
Johnson, our missionary in New Guinea. Please feel free to take one of these after today’s

worship service.

SMALL GROUP STUDY ON THE LETTERS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT - Ernie is leading two
study groups that are reading and discussing 5 chapters of the New Testament each
week. They are finishing up the book of Acts this week, and will be spending most of their

time discussing Romans 1-2. One group is meeting on Thursday nights from 6:15-8:15, and
the other will be having the same study next Sunday from 11:30 am - 1:15 pm. We also
have other groups with different topics and leaders available on Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday nights. pLease let Ernie know if you are interested in participating in a small
group study.



