
“Did Jesus Really Rise From the Dead?” 

“The Weekend That Changed Everything” – Part 2 

Easter Sunday – April 5, 2026 

6 Pieces of Evidence 

1.  The death of Jesus was public and verified 

Mark 15:37–39 37 Then Jesus uttered another loud cry and breathed his 
last. 38 And the curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. 

39 When the Roman officer who stood facing him saw how he had died, he 
exclaimed, “This man truly was the Son of God!” (NLT) 

2. The tomb was empty! 

John 20:1-9  Early on Sunday morning,[a] while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled 
away from the entrance. 2 She ran and found Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the 
Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put 
him!” 

3 Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. 4 They were both 
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 
He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 
didn’t go in. 6 Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed 
the linen wrappings lying there, 7 while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ 
head was folded up and lying apart from the other wrappings. 8 Then the 
disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in, and he saw and 
believed—9 for until then they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that 
said Jesus must rise from the dead. (NLT) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020%3A1-8&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26834a


3. Eyewitnesses claimed to see Him alive. 

I Corinthians 15:3-8 3 I passed on to you what was most important and 
what had also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the 
Scriptures said. 4 He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the 
third day, just as the Scriptures said. 5 He was seen by Peter[a] and then 
by the Twelve. 6 After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his 
followers[b] at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have 
died. 7 Then he was seen by James and later by all the apostles. 8 Last of 
all, as though I had been born at the wrong time, I also saw him. (NLT) 

4. The disciples were radically transformed. 

5. The disciples were willing to die for what they saw. 

6. The church exploded with growth! 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I%20Corinthians%2015%3A3-8&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28684a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I%20Corinthians%2015%3A3-8&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28685b

